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The Farnese Dukes (1545-1737): The Organisation of State Administration in the
Farnese State

Dr Riccardo De Rosa
The lecture will be delivered in Italian.

Summary

This study aims to describe the organisation and evolution of the judicial, administrative, and
fiscal structures of public authority in the Duchy of Parma and Piacenza, from the first duke,
Pier Luigi Farnese, to the last representative of the dynasty, Antonio Farnese.

The Farnese family acquired power and control over Parma and Piacenza in 1545 through the
investiture granted by Pope Paul III. After a series of conflicts with the House of Habsburg —
resolved by the Treaty of Ghent concluded in 1556 between the second duke, Ottavio Farnese,
and the King of Spain, Philip II of Spain — the duchy developed a highly organised system of
public offices.

This administrative structure operated partly under the direct and strict supervision of the dukes
and their trusted officials, most of whom were of noble origin. The institutional framework of
the duchy reflects a sophisticated and carefully balanced synthesis of French and Spanish
administrative models, a system that endured until the extinction of the Farnese dynasty in the

eighteenth century.
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Dr Riccardo De Rosa was born in Milan on 29 December 1960 and has resided in Turbigo

(MI) since 2020.

Since 2001 he has worked as a historical and genealogical consultant. He is enrolled in the
Register of Experts of the Chamber of Commerce of Milan and serves as a Technical Consultant
to the Civil Court of Milan.

He is a member of several historical and genealogical societies, including the Association of
Professional Genealogists, the Deputazione di Storia Patria per le Antiche Province Modenesi,
the Centros de Estudio Genealogicos (Rosario, Argentina), the Istituto Araldico Genealogico
Italiano, and the Associazione Culturale Aria De Munegu.

He is the author of fourteen books and 104 essays and articles. He graduated in History from
the University of Milan and holds a PhD in Social History from Ca’ Foscari University of

Venice.



Farneziy kunigaik$c¢iai (1545-1737 m.): valstybés administracijos organizavimas
Farneziy valstybéje

Dr Riccardo De Rosa
Paskaita bus skaitoma italy kalba.
Santrauka

Sio tyrimo tikslas — i$analizuoti vieSosios valdzios teisminiy, administraciniy ir fiskaliniy
struktiiry organizacijg bei raidag Parmos ir Pjacencos kunigaikstystés teritorijoje — nuo pirmojo
kunigaikscio Pier Luigi Farnese valdymo pradzios iki paskutiniojo dinastijos atstovo Antonio
Farnese.

Farneziy giminé valdzig Parmoje ir Pjacencoje jgijo 1545 m., gavusi feodaling investitiirg i$
popieziaus Pauliaus III. Po konflikty su Habsburgy dinastija, kurie buvo iSspresti 1556 m.
sudaryta Gento taikos sutartimi tarp antrojo kunigaikscio Ottavio Farnese ir Ispanijos karaliaus
Pilypo II, kunigaikstystéje susiformavo itin gerai organizuota vieSyjy pareigybiy ir institucijy
sistema.

patikétiniy, kuriy dauguma buvo kile i§ bajorijos. Kunigaikstystés instituciné sandara
atspindéjo rafinuotg ir kruopsciai subalansuotg pranciizisky ir ispaniSky administraciniy
modeliy sinteze. Si sistema isliko veiksminga iki Farneziy dinastijos inykimo XVIII a.

Cv

Dr. Riccardo De Rosa gimé Milane 1960 m. gruodzio 29 d., nuo 2020 m. gyvena Turbigo
(Milano provincija, Italija).

Nuo 2001 m. jis dirba istorijos ir genealogijos konsultantu. Jis yra jrasytas j Milano prekybos,
pramongs ir amaty rimy eksperty registrg. Dirba Milano civilinio teismo konsultantu.

Dr. R. De Rosa yra keliy istorijos ir genealogijos draugijy narys, tarp jy — Association of
Professional Genealogists, Deputazione di Storia Patria per le Antiche Province Modenesi,
Centros de Estudio Genealogicos, Istituto Araldico Genealogico Italiano ir Associazione
Culturale Aria De Munegu.

Jis yra keturiolikos knygy ir 104 mokslo straipsniy bei studijy autorius. Istorijos studijas baigé
Milano universitete, o socialinés istorijos daktaro laipsnj jgijo Ca’ Foscari Venecijos
universitete.



