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The Great-Grandparents of European Royalty: The Genealogical Influence of the Reyes
Catdlicos

Pablo A. Pérez (Argentina)
The lecture will be delivered in English.

Summary

This paper examines the long-term genealogical legacy of the Reyes Catdlicos (the Catholic
Monarchs: Isabella I of Castile and Ferdinand II of Aragon) as a foundational nexus in the
formation of European noble and royal families from the early modern period to the present.
While their political achievements have been extensively studied, their role as structural
ancestors of Europe's ruling elites has received comparatively less systematic and quantitative
attention.

Drawing on genealogical reconstruction across six generations, this study analyzes the
exponential expansion of their descendants through dynastic marriages and alliances,
encompassing nearly all major European royal and high noble houses. By aggregating data
from multiple branches — Spanish, Imperial Habsburg, Portuguese, French, and Central
European — the paper highlights the phenomenon of genealogical concentration and pedigree
collapse, whereby repeated intermarriage transformed the Reyes Catdlicos into ubiquitous
ancestors of Europe's ruling strata.

Beyond succession and kinship, the article argues that this genealogical network functioned as
an infrastructure of power: it facilitated political legitimacy, diplomatic cohesion, and the
transmission of cultural models of monarchy and nobility. In this sense, the dynastic strategies
initiated under the Reyes Catdlicos contributed not only to the configuration of European noble
families, but also to the consolidation of the early modern state as a transnational, dynastically
articulated system.

Finally, the paper briefly situates this genealogical legacy within a broader Hispanic and
Atlantic context. The same dynastic logic that structured European nobility underpinned the
expansion of the Hispanic Monarchy overseas, shaping elite reproduction, political authority,
and cultural continuity in the Spanish Atlantic world. Thus, the Reyes Catolicos emerge not
merely as progenitors of noble lineages, but as architects of a durable genealogical order with
enduring political and cultural consequences.
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Pablo A. Pérez is a Argentinian researcher holding a Master's degree in Nobiliary and Award
Law, Heraldry, and Genealogy (UNED). His research focuses on the historical heritage of
Chilo¢ (Chile). He has published over 80 works, mainly in history, genealogy, and heraldry,
and has also conducted research in sigillography, ethnography, vexillology, and surname
etymology. He is a regular speaker at academic congresses and conferences, and his work has
been published in fifteen countries and in eleven languages. He is a member of several
genealogy, family history, and military history associations, and serves as an academician and
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corresponding member of international scholarly organizations (societies, academies,
institutes, and research centers).

Kataliky monarchy genealoginé jtaka Europos karaliSkosioms giminéms

Pablo A. Pérez (Argentina)
PraneSimas bus skaitomas angly kalba.
Santrauka

Siame pranesime aptariamas ilgalaikis Kataliky monarchy — Kastilijos karalienés Izabelés I ir Aragono
karaliaus Ferdinando II — genealoginis palikimas. Rodoma, kad jy palikuonys tapo svarbia daugelio
Europos valdovy ir didiky giminiy dalimi nuo ankstyvyjy naujyjy laiky iki miisy dieny. Nors Siy
valdovy politiné veikla yra placiai tyrinéta, jy reikSmé kaip bendry daugelio Europos valdanciyjy
giminiy protéviy iki Siol aptarta gerokai maziau.

Tyrimas remiasi SeSiy karty genealoginiy rySiy atkiirimu. Jame nagrin¢jama, kaip per dinastines
santuokas ir giminiy ry$ius jy palikuoniy ratas sparciai plétési. | analizg jtrauktos Ispanijos, Habsburgy,
Portugalijos, Pranctzijos ir Vidurio Europos giminés. Parodoma, kad dé¢l nuolat pasikartojusiy
santuoky tarp ty paciy giminiy Kataliky monarchai ilgainiui tapo bendrais daugelio Europos valdovy
ir didiky protéviais.

PraneSime pabréziama, kad Sis giminystés tinklas buvo svarbus ne tik paveld¢jimo poziiiriu. Jis stiprino
valdzios teisétuma, artino valdovy dvarus ir padéjo plisti tam tikram monarchijos bei kilmingumo
modeliui. Todél Kataliky monarchy laikais pradéta dinastiné politika prisidéjo ne tik prie Europos
didiky giminiy raidos, bet ir prie ankstyvyjy naujyjy laiky valstybés stipréjimo.

PraneSime trumpai aptariamas ir platesnis ispany pasaulio bei Atlanto regiono kontekstas. Ta pati
dinastiné logika veiké ir Ispanijos monarchijos plétra uz Europos riby. Ji daré jtaka elito testinumui,
valdzios perdavimui ir kultiriniam gyvenimui ispany valdose anapus Atlanto. Taigi Kataliky
monarchai ¢ia pristatomi ne tik kaip kilmingy giminiy protéviai, bet ir kaip ilgai veikusios genealoginés
tvarkos kir¢jai.
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Pablo A. Pérez — argentinietis tyr¢jas. UNED universitete jis jgijo magistro laipsnj kilmingumo ir
apdovanojimy teisés, heraldikos bei genealogijos srityse. Jo moksliniai interesai siejasi su Chiloé
salyno (Cilé) istoriniu paveldu. Jis yra paskelbes daugiau kaip 80 darby istorijos, genealogijos ir
heraldikos temomis. Taip pat tyrin¢ja antspaudotyra, etnografija, véliavotyra ir pavardziy kilme. Nuolat
skaito praneSimus mokslo kongresuose ir konferencijose. Jo darbai publikuoti penkiolikoje Saliy
vienuolika kalby. Jis priklauso kelioms genealogijos, Seimos istorijos ir karo istorijos draugijoms, taip
pat yra tarptautiniy mokslo organizacijy akademikas ir narys korespondentas.
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