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“We Give No Stacija to the Elder of Samogitia, We Pay No Gifts to the King: The Jazdauskas
Noble Family of the Lithuanian Coast”

Abstract

The presentation is devoted to the history of the Palanga branch of the Samogitian noble Jazdauskas
family. Historical sources suggest that the family most probably originated in the territory of present-day
Kelmé District; later, the principal centres of the family became the volosts of Palanga and Gondinga. As
late as the nineteenth century, near the towns of Palanga and Plungé, there were noble settlements
founded by the Jazdauskas family bearing the same name — Jazdai¢iai. The Jazdauskas family most
probably settled on the coast of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the mid-sixteenth century. Although
they did not belong to the most influential noble families of Samogitia and their representatives did not
hold high state offices or senior positions in the Eldership of Samogitia, they played an important role in
the local community. One of the most distinctive aspects of the family’s history was the responsibility
entrusted to them by the Elder of Samogitia for the defence of the coast of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.
The Jazdauskas family fulfilled this duty until the collapse of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
Through the history of the Jazdauskas family, the presentation will also examine broader processes in the
development of Samogitia and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in which the family was involved: the
sixteenth-century settlement of sparsely populated borderlands between the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
and Prussia; the ennoblement of soldiers of the Grand Duke of Lithuania; the formation of regional
landholding in the sixteenth century, which generated tensions between the nobility and representatives of
authority; and the emergence and development of Samogitian noble self-consciousness, particularly
notions of honour and dignity in the case of the Jazdauskas family.
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PraneSimas
witacijos Zemaiciy seniinui neduodam, dovanos karaliui nemokam: pajiirio bajorai Jazdauskai*

Santrauka

PraneSimas skirtas zemaiciy bajory Jazdausky giminés atSakos Palangoje istorijai. Istoriniai Saltiniai
leidzia daryti prielaidg, kad S§i giminé greiciausiai buvo kilusi i§ dabartinio Kelmés rajono, véliau
pagrindiniais giminés centrais tapo Palangos ir Gondingos vals¢iai, dar ir XIX a. netoli Palangos ir
Plungés miesty gyvavo Jazdausky jkurti bajorkiemiai tokiu paciu pavadinimu — Jazdaiciai. Jazdauskai |
Lietuvos Didziosios KunigaiksStystés pajiir] greiciausiai atsikéle X VI a. viduryje, ir nors jie nepriklausé
jtakingiausioms Zemaitijos bajory giminéms ir jy atstovai neuzémé auksty valstybiniy ar Zemaiciy
seniiinijos parelgq, vietos bendruomenéje jie atliko svarby vaidmenj. Vienas rysklausm Sios gimings
isskirtinumy — Zemaiciy senitino jiems patikéta LDK pajiirio apsaugos funkcija. Sig prievole Jazdauskai
vykdé iki pat Abiejy Tauty Respublikos Zlugimo. PraneSime per Jazdausky giminés istorija bus
apzvelgiami platesni Zemaitijos ir LDK raidos procesai, j kuriuos Jazdauskai buvo jtraukti — XVI a.
vykes tusé¢iy LDK ir Priisijos pasienio teritorijy apgyvendinimas, didziojo Lietuvos kunigaikscio kariy
ibajorinimas, XVI a. vykes regiono zemévaldos formavimo procesas, kéles jtampy tarp bajory ir valdzios
atstovy, zemaiciy bajoriskosios savimones, ypa¢ Jazdausky atveju garbés ir orumo sampraty, atsiradimas
ir raida.

Praneséjo pristatymas

Egidijus Miltakis — istorikas, Lietuvos kultiiros tyrimy instituto Antikos ir Viduramziy tyrimy skyriaus
jaunesnysis mokslo darbuotojas. Pagrindinés moksliniy interesy kryptys — senyjy balty religijy
interpretacija XIII-XVI a. Prusijos kronikose, politiné ir religiné Prisijos istorija, Vakary Zemaitijos
lokalin¢ istorija.
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