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Presentation

“The Knightly Families of Old Livonia and Their Perspectives on the Grand Duchy of Lithuania — From Foes to
Fellows in Self-Assertion, and Sometimes Relatives — Drawing, among Others, on the Example of the Tiesenhausen
/ Tysenhauz”

Abstract

The presentation examines how the knightly families of Old Livonia attained and maintained prominence in the northern
Baltic region, and how their relations with the Grand Duchy of Lithuania developed over the centuries. It focuses on
families originating in what are now the western parts of northern Germany, where their ancestors often belonged to the
ministeriales, or service knights, whose opportunities for advancement and the acquisition of larger estates were relatively
limited. The Northern Crusades and, later, the flourishing of the Hanseatic League opened new prospects for these
families in Old Livonia, broadly corresponding to present-day Estonia and Latvia.

In Livonia, knightly families helped to establish political structures in which the nobility exercised considerable influence
and sought to resist the growth of absolute rule. The presentation explores whether comparable patterns and institutions
can be identified in Old Livonia and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, including in the period before the Battle of Zalgiris
(Grunwald). Particular attention is given to the Tiesenhausen (Tysenhauz) family, prominent in the Livonian
Confederation and its successor states, with a branch that also flourished in the Polish—Lithuanian Commonwealth. Its
history offers an example of changing relations between Livonian and Lithuanian noble families, from opposition to
shared interests, cooperation and, at times, kinship.

Biography

Frank Jiirgen Baron v. Maydell is a German researcher with a longstanding interest in heraldry, genealogy and the
history of the Baltic knighthoods. He has pursued these interests since the mid-1980s and has maintained ties with the
Knighthood of Estonia, having previously been a member of its Council and now holding the status of permanent guest.
He first spent an extended period in Estonia in 1989. He is a member of HEROLD, the German association for heraldry

and genealogy, and an administrator of the Facebook group “Heraldik und Wappenkunst”. In 2025, he delivered a
presentation at the 23rd International Heraldry Colloquium in Iasi, Romania.
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Vokietija

PraneSimas
»Senosios Livonijos riteriy giminés ir ju poZiiiris i Lietuvos DidZiaja KunigaikStyste — nuo priesu iki sajungininky
ginant savo interesus, o kartais ir giminaiciy: Tiesenhausenu / Tyzenhauzy pavyzdys“

Santrauka

Pranesime nagrinéjama, kaip senosios Livonijos riteriy giminés jgijo ir iSlaiké jtakingg padétj Siauriniame Baltijos jtiros
regione bei kaip ilgainiui keitési jy santykiai su Lietuvos Didzigja Kunigaikstyste. Daugiausia démesio skiriama
giminéms, kilusioms i§ dabartinés Siaurés Vokietijos vakariniy regiony, kuriy protéviai buvo tarnybiniai riteriai
(ministerialai), turéje nedaug galimybiy pakilti visuomenéje ar iSplésti savo zemés valdas. Siaurés kryziaus Zygiai, o
véliau Hanzos sgjungos klestéjimas atvéré Sioms giminéms naujy galimybiy senojoje Livonijoje, apémusioje dabartinés
Estijos ir Latvijos teritorijas.

Livonijoje riteriy giminés prisidéjo prie politiniy struktiiry, kuriose bajorija tur¢jo didelg jtaka ir sieke riboti absoliutinés
valdzios stipréjimg, formavimosi. PraneSime svarstoma, ar senosios Livonijos ir Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés
bajory visuomeniy raidoje galima jzvelgti panasiy désningumy bei instituciniy bruozy dar iki Zalgirio masio. Pagrindiniu
pavyzdziu pasirinkta Tiesenhauseny (Tyzenhauzy) giminé, jtakinga Livonijos konfederacijoje ir véliau susikiirusiose
valstybése, kurios viena $aka taip pat suklestéjo Abiejy Tauty Respublikoje. Sios giminés istorija leidzia atskleisti, kaip
Livonijos ir Lietuvos kilmingyjy santykiai keitési nuo prieSiSkumo iki bendry interesy, bendradarbiavimo ir kartais
giminystés rysiy.

Praneséjo pristatymas

Frank Jiirgen Baron v. Maydell — Vokietijos heraldikos, genealogijos ir Baltijos krasty riteriy korporacijy istorijos
tyrinétojas. Siomis sritimis domisi nuo XX a. devintojo de§imtmegio vidurio. Anks¢iau buvo Estijos riteriy korporacijos
tarybos narys, o S$iuo metu turi nuolatinio svecio statusg. 1989 m. pirmg kartg ilgesnj laikg vieséjo Estijoje. Jis yra
Vokietijos heraldikos ir genealogijos draugijos HEROLD narys, administruoja socialinio tinklo ,,Facebook® grupe
,Heraldik und Wappenkunst®“. 2025 m. skait¢ praneSima XXIII tarptautiniame heraldikos kolokviume Jasiuose
(Rumunija).
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