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“De Leyva: A Royal Lineage”

Abstract

The presentation examines the origins and historical development of the De Leyva lineage, whose
name is associated with the town and castle of Leyva in La Rioja, a region historically connected with
both Navarre and Castile.

Particular attention is given to the genealogical tradition linking the lineage with Fernan Gonzélez,
Count of Castile, and his son Sancho Fernandez. The presentation refers to medieval documentary
evidence associated with the Monastery of San Millan de la Cogolla and discusses records concerning the
early history of the family and its presence in La Rioja.

The paper also considers genealogical traditions concerning the De Leyva family’s connections with
the early ruling and noble houses of the Iberian Peninsula. Through an examination of genealogy,
territorial possessions and historical sources, it seeks to trace the formation and continuity of the lineage
and its subsequent branches and alliances within Castile and other territories of the Spanish Monarchy.
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Roberto Carlos De Leyva y Garcia is a Spanish researcher of genealogy and noble lineages, with a
particular interest in the history, genealogy and dynastic connections of the De Leyva family. In 2026, he
presented his research on the origins of the De Leyva lineage at the VI International Congress on Nobility
in Madrid. Alongside his genealogical research, he has worked in the music sector for more than thirty
years as a musician, composer and producer. He studied Music Education at the University of Murcia.
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PraneSimas

»De Leyva — karali§koji giminé*

Santrauka

PraneSime nagrin¢jama De Leyva giminés kilmé ir istoriné raida. Giminés vardas siejamas su Leyvos
miesteliu ir pilimi La Riochos regione, istoriskai susijusiame su Navara ir Kastilija.

Ypatingas démesys skiriamas genealoginei tradicijai, siejanciai $ig giming su Kastilijos grafu Fernanu
Gonzélezu ir jo stnumi Sancho Fernandezu. PraneSime remiamasi su San Millan de la Cogolla
vienuolynu susijusiais viduramziy dokumentais ir aptariami S$altiniai, liudijantys ankstyvaja giminés
istorijg bei jos rysius su La Riochos regionu.

Taip pat aptariamos genealogings tradicijos, siejancios De Leyva giming su senosiomis Pirény
pusiasalio valdovy ir kilmingyjy giminémis. Analizuojant genealogija, teritorines valdas ir istorinius
Saltinius siekiama atskleisti giminés formavimasi, jos testinumg, vélesnes Sakas ir dinastinius rySius
Kastilijoje bei kitose Ispanijos monarchijos teritorijose.

Praneséjo pristatymas

Roberto Carlos De Leyva y Garcia — Ispanijos genealogijos ir kilmingyjy giminiy istorijos
tyrinétojas, ypatinga démes;j skiriantis De Leyva giminés istorijai, genealogijai ir dinastiniams rySiams.
2026 m. VI tarptautiniame kongrese apie kilminguosius Madride jis pristat¢ De Leyva giminés kilmeés
tyrimus. Greta genealoginiy tyrimy jis daugiau kaip trisdeSimt mety dirba muzikos srityje — yra
muzikantas, kompozitorius ir prodiuseris. Studijavo muzikos pedagogika Mursijos universitete.

RAVKG6 | Genealogijos, heraldikos ir veksilologijos institutas (GHVI) | www.ghvi.lt



