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Presentation

“Military and Warfare Symbols in Georgian Family Heraldry as a Reflection of Militaristic Elements of Georgian
Nobility’s Self-Identity”

Abstract

The presentation examines the use of military and warfare-related symbols in the coats of arms of Georgian noble
families from the late eighteenth to the early twentieth century. Its principal aim is to establish how widely these emblems
were employed and what they reveal about the military dimensions of the Georgian nobility’s self-identity. It also
considers the social and political implications of this predominantly martial understanding of noble status. The study
introduces its sources and methodology and briefly outlines the development of heraldry in Georgia.

Particular attention is paid to military charges in Georgian family coats of arms, their origins and symbolic meanings. The
presentation explores why such imagery was adopted, how frequently it appeared in comparison with other heraldic
motifs, and how its use changed over time. By examining the historical, cultural and political circumstances of the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, it considers how heraldic symbols expressed the nobility’s perception of its own role
and how that identity extended beyond heraldry.

Biography

Dr Tornike Asatiani is a Georgian historian and heraldry specialist. He holds a BA in Georgian History from Tbilisi
State University, an MA in Defence Studies from King’s College London and a PhD in Georgian History from the Thbilisi
Institute of History and Ethnology. He has worked as an expert in the history of heraldry at Georgia’s Department of State
Symbology and Heraldry and served on the Georgian Parliament’s Commission on State Symbols (2003-2004). From
2017 to 2020, he was an invited professor at Ilia State University in Tbilisi. He is the author of articles, monographs and
books on Georgian heraldry in Georgian and English and has participated in international heraldry conferences in Georgia
and abroad.
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PraneSimas

»Kariniai ir karybos simboliai Sakartvelo giminiy heraldikoje kaip militaristiniy Sakartvelo bajorijos savivokos
bruozy atspindys*

Santrauka

Pranesime nagrinéjamas kariniy ir su karyba susijusiy simboliy naudojimas Sakartvelo kilmingyjy giminiy herbuose nuo
XVIII a. pabaigos iki XX a. pradzios. Siekiama nustatyti, kiek placiai buvo paplit¢ Sie simboliai ir kg jie atskleidzia apie
Sakartvelo bajorijos karing savivoka. Taip pat aptariamos tokios, daugiausia su karine tradicija siejamos, kilmingyjy
tapatybés socialinés ir politinés reik§meés. Pristatomi tyrimo Saltiniai, metodai ir trumpai apzvelgiama heraldikos raida
Sakartvele.

Ypatingas démesys skiriamas Sakartvelo giminiy herbuose vaizduojamiems kariniams Zenklams, jy kilmei ir simbolinéms
reik§méms. AiSkinamasi, kodél Sie motyvai buvo pasirenkami, kaip daznai jie naudoti, palyginti su kitais heraldiniais
simboliais, ir kaip kito nagrin¢jamu laikotarpiu. Atsizvelgiant | XVIII-XIX a. istorines, kultlirines ir politines aplinkybes,
nagriné¢jama, kaip heraldika atspindéjo bajorijos suvokima apie savo vaidmenj visuomenéje ir kaip $i tapatybé reiSkési uz
heraldikos riby.

Praneséjo pristatymas

Dr. Tornike Asatiani — Sakartvelo istorikas ir heraldikos specialistas. Tbilisio valstybiniame universitete jgijo Sakartvelo
istorijos bakalauro laipsnj, Londono Karaliaus koledze — gynybos studijy magistro laipsnj, o Tbilisio istorijos ir
etnologijos institute — Sakartvelo istorijos daktaro laipsnj. Dirbo heraldikos istorijos ekspertu Sakartvelo valstybés
simbolikos ir heraldikos departamente, 2003—2004 m. buvo Sakartvelo parlamento Valstybés simboliy komisijos narys.
2017-2020 m. désté kaip kviestinis profesorius Ilijos valstybiniame universitete Tbilisyje. Yra paskelbes straipsniy,
monografijy ir knygy apie Sakartvelo heraldika sakartvely ir angly kalbomis, dalyvavegs tarptautinése heraldikos
konferencijose Sakartvele ir uzsienyje.
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