
  

 

Gerbiami tarptautinių organizacijų vadovai, 

Gerbiami mokslininkai, tyrėjai, genealogijos, heraldikos ir veksilologijos specialistai, 

Ponios ir ponai, 

 

Sveikinu Jus atvykus į Vilnių – istorinę Lietuvos Didžiosios Kunigaikštystės sostinę – 

ir į V tarptautinį kolokviumą „Genealogija, heraldika ir veksilologija“. 

Šiandien Vilnius tampa vieta, kur susitinka istorija, mokslas, kultūros paveldas ir tarptautinis akademinis 

dialogas. Džiaugiamės galėdami čia priimti svečius iš 24 pasaulio valstybių. Tai rodo, kad genealogija, 

heraldika ir veksilologija šiandien jungia skirtingas tautas, institucijas ir mokslines tradicijas. 

Šių metų kolokviumo tema – „Valstybė ir kilmingosios giminės: politinis, socialinis ir kultūrinis paveldas“. 

Dvi dienas diskutuosime apie valdovus, kilmingąsias gimines, valstybės simbolius, kultūrinę atmintį ir 

Europos istorinį paveldą. 

Kolokviumo metu vyks paskaitos, forumas „Kilmė ir valdžios simboliai: genealogija, heraldika ir 

veksilologija valstybių bei kilmingųjų giminių pavelde“, armigerių sambūris, heraldikos dailininkų paroda 

bei naujo 360 puslapių leidinio „Genealogija, heraldika ir veksilologija“ pristatymas. 

Man ypač malonu pasveikinti kartu su mumis esančius tarptautinių organizacijų vadovus – Tarptautinės 

genealogijos akademijos prezidentę dr. Maria Loredana Pinotti, Tarptautinės veksilologijos asociacijų 

federacijos prezidentą dr. Željko Heimer bei Tarptautinės genealogijos ir heraldikos konfederacijos 

sekretorių dr. Giorgio Cùneo. 

Per penkerius metus mūsų kolokviumas išaugo į reikšmingą tarptautinį renginį. Vilniuje gimė ir naujos 

tarptautinės iniciatyvos, tarp jų – Tarptautinis lyginamosios genealogijos, heraldikos ir veksilologijos 

institutas. 

Nuoširdžiai dėkoju Vilniaus miestui, partneriams, muziejams, archyvams, pranešėjams, savanoriams ir 

visiems, kurie prisidėjo prie šio kolokviumo organizavimo. 

Linkiu Jums įdomių diskusijų, naujų pažinčių, prasmingų idėjų ir malonaus laiko Vilniuje. 

Skelbiu V tarptautinį kolokviumą „Genealogija, heraldika ir veksilologija“ atidarytą.  

Ačiū.  

Remigijus Bimba 

GHVI prezidentas 



Gerbiami mokslininkai, tyrėjai, svečiai, 

 

Sveikinu jus Vilniuje – mieste, kuriame praėjusių amžių alsavimą galima pajusti kiekviename žingsnyje. 

Mieste, kurio tapatybė susipynusi iš skirtingų tautų, tikėjimų, giminių ir epochų, ir kuris per daugiau nei 

septynis šimtmečius kito, bet neprarado savo esmės. 

Džiaugiuosi, kad šiandien Vilniaus miesto savivaldybės ir mero Valdo Benkunsko vardu galiu pasveikinti 

jus, susirinkusius čia aptarti temų, kurios yra artimos ne tik mano širdžiai, bet ir mano kasdieniam darbui. 

Koks gražus sutapimas, kad vos prieš kelias dienas turėjau garbės Lietuvos istorijos archyve kartu su 

Raminta, kuri šiandien yra ir pirmoji konferencijos pranešėja vartyti Lietuvos Didžiosios kunigaikštystės 

istorijos puslapius ir didžiuotis, kad turime ją išsaugotą ir galime skaityti. Tiesa, tos knygos man pasirodė 

sunkiai įveikiamos, bet daugeliui iš jūsų – menkas vargas.  

Jūs ir mokslo disciplinos, kurias atstovaujate – tai mūsų atminties sergėtojai, padedantys mums suprasti, 

kas esame, iš kur atėjome ir ką privalome perduoti tiems, kurie ateis po mūsų. 

Vilniaus mieste tą atminties saugojimo misiją vykdo Istorinės atminties komisija, kuriai man tenka garbė 

vadovauti. Mūsų darbas – užtikrinti, kad Vilniaus gatvės, aikštės, skverai ir viešosios erdvės ne tik turėtų 

pavadinimus, bet pasakotų mūsų didingą istoriją. Kad kiekvienas pavadinimas būtų ne biurokratinis ženklas 

žemėlapyje, o tiltas tarp praeities ir dabarties. 

Nes miestas – tai ne tik pastatai ir gatvės. Miestas, visų pirma, tai žmonės, kurie juo vaikščiojo ir kūrė. 

Didikai ir pirkliai, menininkai ir kariai, mokslininkai ir dvasininkai. Jų vardai, jų herbai, jų giminių istorijos 

įausti į mūsų miesto audinį. Ir mūsų pareiga – tuos siūlus ne tik saugoti, bet ir padaryti matomus kiekvienam, 

kas šiomis gatvėmis eina šiandien. 

Šių metų kolokviumo tema – valstybė ir didikų giminės  yra ypač artima Vilniui. Gediminaičiai, Radvilos, 

Sapiegos, Jogailaičiai – tai ne tik istorijos vadovėlių puslapiai. Tai Vilniaus gatvių vardai, Vilniaus bažnyčių 

skliautai, Vilniaus pilies bokštai.  

Gerbiami dalyviai, linkiu jums turiningų diskusijų, drąsių klausimų, netikėtų atradimų ir to ypatingo 

malonumo, kurį suteikia susitikimas su bendraminčiais iš viso pasaulio. Vilnius džiaugiasi, kad atvykote ir 

tikiu, kad šis miestas – su savo gatavėmis, su savo istorija, su savo gyvąja atmintimi taps papildomu 

įkvėpimo šaltiniu jūsų darbams. 

Dėkoju.  

Kamilė Gogelienė 

Vilniaus miesto tarybos narė 

Istorinės atminties komisijos pirmininkė 

Kultūros ir turizmo komiteto pirmininkė 

 



Distinguished Professors, 
Honourable Academic and Scientific Authorities, 

Esteemed Scholars, 

Dear Friends of Genealogy, Heraldry and Vexillology, 

 

On behalf of the International Confederation of Genealogy and Heraldry (CIGH), I wish to extend to all of 

you my most respectful and cordial greetings on the occasion of this important international scientific 

gathering, which represents a moment of outstanding cultural, documentary and academic significance for 

the European sciences of genealogy, heraldry and vexillology. 

The International Confederation of Genealogy and Heraldry, founded in Brussels (Belgium) on 13 

November 1971 at the initiative of the Duc de La Force, was established with the noble purpose of creating 

and maintaining enduring bonds of cooperation among associations and federations devoted to the study of 

genealogy and heraldry, while fostering dialogue among scholars, cultural institutions, universities, state 

archives and official bodies of different nations. 

Since its foundation, the Confederation has pursued the protection and promotion of genealogical and 

heraldic sciences before national and international institutions, supporting affiliated federations and 

associations in their relations with public authorities, universities, state archives and centres of historical 

research. 

Furthermore, the Confederation is dedicated to promoting the organisation of the International Congresses 

of Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences, encouraging programmes of study and research in collaboration 

with universities, state archives and cultural institutions, and supporting the practical implementation of the 

scientific resolutions adopted during the various international congresses, so that scholarly work may be 

transformed into effective instruments of cultural development, documentary preservation and the 

safeguarding of the historical memory of peoples. 

For these very reasons, I deeply regret not being able to be personally present among you today. A 

concurrent scientific congress organised in Italy together with the State Archives of Modena unfortunately 

prevents my participation in this prestigious event. Nevertheless, despite the physical distance, I wish to 

express my sincere intellectual and academic closeness to all participants, offering my highest regards to 

the organisers, speakers and distinguished scholars gathered here. 

It is a matter of genuine satisfaction to observe how this important cultural initiative, strongly promoted by 

Remigijus Bimba — widely known for his role as President and leading figure of the Institute of Genealogy, 

Heraldry and Vexillology (GHVI) of Lithuania, organiser of the International Colloquium of Genealogy, 

Heraldry and Vexillology (ICGHV) — today represents one of the most significant expressions of 

Lithuania’s scientific vitality in the fields of genealogy, heraldry and vexillology. 



The work carried out by the GHVI and its collaborators constitutes a concrete example of how documentary 

historical sciences continue to play a fundamental role in the preservation of historical memory, the 

safeguarding of cultural identities and the development of international scholarly cooperation. 

Your activities continue to stand as an authoritative international point of reference for scholars of 

genealogical, heraldic and vexillological disciplines, promoting research throughout the Baltic countries 

and across Europe with methodological rigour and scientific seriousness, while simultaneously encouraging 

interdisciplinary dialogue among history, archival science, diplomatics, sigillography, nobiliary law and 

institutional history. 

For this reason, I also wish to officially announce that the International Confederation of Genealogy and 

Heraldry (CIGH) has resolved to confer upon Remigijus Bimba one of the Confederation’s most prestigious 

international distinctions: the Doctor Walburga von Habsburg International Prize 2027, as a testimony of 

recognition for his intense organisational and cultural work in favour of international genealogical and 

heraldic sciences. 

The official award ceremony will take place in the Republic of San Marino on 9 April 2027, during the 

XXXVII International Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences, an event that will bring together 

scholars and academics from numerous countries around the world. 

Allow me, finally, to underline that in an age in which the value of historical roots, cultural continuity and 

documentary memory is too often at risk of being forgotten, your work acquires an even greater and more 

necessary significance. 

To preserve archives, to study genealogies, to interpret coats of arms and to safeguard the symbols of 

identity belonging to families, cities and nations means contributing to a profound understanding of 

European civilisation and transmitting to future generations an awareness of their own history, identity and 

cultural heritage. 

Genealogical and heraldic sciences do not belong solely to the past: they remain living instruments of 

historical knowledge, social interpretation and cultural continuity, indispensable for understanding the 

present and building the future through awareness of one’s own origins. 

With these sentiments, I wish to express my most sincere wishes for the complete success of this congress, 

for the publication of the new issue of the scientific journal, and for the continued prosperity of the 

Institute’s distinguished academic and cultural activities. 

 

With highest esteem, academic friendship and profound consideration, 

Pier Felice degli Uberti 

President of the International Confederation of Genealogy and Heraldry (CIGH) 

 



Distinguished Professors, 

Honoured Academic and Scientific Authorities, 

Esteemed Researchers and Scholars, 

Dear Devotees of Genealogy, Heraldry and Vexillology, 

 

It is a true privilege for me to address you today, on behalf of the International Academy of 

Genealogy – AIG, and to convey my most sincere institutional and academic greetings on the 

occasion of this distinguished international gathering, which represents an event of exceptional 

cultural and scholarly importance for the genealogical, heraldic and vexillological disciplines at 

both the European and international levels. 

The International Academy of Genealogy – AIG was established in Turin on 22 September 1998 

during the XXIII International Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences, with the purpose 

of bringing together eminent genealogical specialists from the various scientific and cultural 

traditions of the world, so that research into family history, elites, communities and historical 

identities might flourish through genuine international cooperation. 

From its very inception, the Academy has dedicated itself to coordinating and enhancing scientific 

studies in genealogy, family history and related historical disciplines, fostering methodological 

dialogue among scholars belonging to different schools of research and promoting genealogical 

knowledge as a legitimate and essential branch of the human and social sciences. 

The Academy further seeks to examine the place of genealogy within the contemporary framework 

of social sciences by exploring its interdisciplinary relationships with history, archival science, 

diplomatics, historical demography, palaeography, sigillography, heraldry, nobiliary law and 

institutional history. 

Among the principal aims of the Academy are also the coordination of international scientific 

activities, the promotion of congresses, colloquia and specialist meetings, the publication of high-

level academic studies and research, and the development of appropriate methodological 

instruments to support scholars engaged in genealogical and documentary investigation, 

particularly at a time when research must increasingly confront the dangers of falsification and 

manipulation arising from the improper use of digital technologies. 

Over the years, the International Academy of Genealogy has established a broad network of 

scholarly relations with universities, state archives, cultural institutions, academies and centres of 



historical research, thereby making a significant contribution to the enhancement of documentary 

sources and to the advancement of genealogical studies on an international scale. 

Special attention has always been devoted to the education and formation of scholars, as well as 

to the promotion of collaborative scientific programmes, in the conviction that the progress of 

modern genealogy must rest upon rigorous documentary methodology, continuous 

interdisciplinary comparison and constant dialogue among the diverse cultural traditions of Europe 

and the wider world. 

For these reasons, it is for me a source of profound satisfaction to be personally present among 

you today and to share in this important international occasion of scholarly exchange. I therefore 

wish to express my deepest appreciation to the organisers, speakers and all participating scholars 

whose commitment contributes to strengthening the international prestige of these disciplines. 

It is equally gratifying to recognise how this remarkable cultural initiative, strongly advanced by 

Remigijus Bimba — President and guiding spirit of the Lithuanian Institute of Genealogy, 

Heraldry and Vexillology (GHVI) and promoter of the International Colloquia of Genealogy, 

Heraldry and Vexillology (ICGHV) — today stands among the most dynamic and authoritative 

expressions of genealogical, heraldic and vexillological scholarship within the Baltic and 

European sphere. 

The work carried out by the GHVI constitutes a concrete model of international academic 

cooperation and demonstrates the enduring importance of documentary historical sciences in 

safeguarding historical memory, preserving cultural identities and enhancing the historical heritage 

of European nations. 

Your activity continues to distinguish itself through methodological rigour, scholarly excellence 

and the ability to foster interdisciplinary dialogue across numerous areas of historical research, 

encouraging fruitful encounters among scholars from different academic and cultural traditions. 

I would also like to recall with particular satisfaction that, in my capacity as President of the 

International Academy of Genealogy, I personally supported the proposal for the International 

Confederation of Genealogy and Heraldry (CIGH) to award Remigijus Bimba one of its highest 

international distinctions: the Doctor Walburga von Habsburg International Prize 2027. 

This distinction is intended to honour his tireless scientific, organisational and cultural 

commitment to the advancement of genealogical and heraldic sciences within the international 

community. 



The official award ceremony will take place in the Republic of San Marino on 9 April 2027 during 

the XXXVII International Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences, a major academic 

event bringing together scholars from numerous countries around the world. 

Allow me, finally, to offer a broader reflection. 

In an age in which collective memory often appears increasingly fragile and awareness of cultural 

roots risks fading away, the work of scholars in genealogy, heraldry and documentary sciences 

acquires even greater importance and responsibility. 

To study genealogies, preserve archives, interpret coats of arms and safeguard the symbols of 

identity belonging to families, communities and nations means preserving the truth of inherited 

historical legacies, contributing to a deeper understanding of European civilisation and 

transmitting to future generations the authentic sense of historical and cultural continuity. 

Genealogical sciences are not merely concerned with the study of the past; rather, they remain 

living instruments of historical, social and cultural analysis, capable of helping contemporary 

humanity to understand its own identity, origins and place within history. 

With these sentiments, I wish to express my most sincere hopes for the full success of the congress 

proceedings, for the continued flourishing of the Institute’s scientific activities and for the ever 

wider dissemination of genealogical, heraldic and vexillological studies within the international 

cultural landscape. 

 

With highest esteem, profound academic friendship and distinguished consideration, 

Maria Loredana Pinotti 

President of the International Academy of Genealogy – AIG 

  



   
Fédération internationale des associations vexillologiques 

International Federation of Vexillological Associations 

Office of the President 

 

Vilnius, Lithuania, 22 May 2026 

5th International Colloquium of  

Genealogy, Heraldry, and Vexillology  

(ICGHV5) 2026 – Vilnius, Lithuania 

 

Dear president of Institute of Genealogy, Heraldry and Vexillology, Mr. Bimba,  

Dear members of the GHVI Board,  

Dear delegates of the 5th International Colloquium of Genealogy, Heraldry, and Vexillology, 

Genealogists, heraldists, vexillologists, 

Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Friends, 

 

It is my great pleasure and honor to address you in person today. Since my election as President of the 

International Federation of Vexillological Associations seven years ago, I have had limited opportunities to 

attend scientific gatherings around the world. The past years have brought significant challenges—global 

uncertainty, the COVID-19 pandemic, and a gradual recovery of international scientific communities across 

disciplines. 

While I have had the opportunity to participate in numerous meetings online, nothing can truly replace 

meeting in person—engaging in discussions, exchanging ideas, and sharing moments of fellowship. I am 

therefore especially grateful to our gracious Lithuanian hosts for bringing us together here in Vilnius. 

The International Federation of Vexillological Associations, better known by its French acronym FIAV, 

was formally established at the 3rd International Congress of Vexillology in 1969. Today, nearly six decades 

later, FIAV brings together 52 member organizations from every continent except Antarctica. Over the years, our 

federation has grown, endured, and contributed to the development of new generations of vexillologists and 

organizations worldwide. 

This July, we will celebrate the 31st International Congress of Vexillology in Paris, France, and I warmly 

invite you all to join us on that occasion. 

Like heraldists and genealogists, vexillologists are devoted to subjects that others may sometimes 

overlook or consider niche. Yet flags and coats of arms are far more than decorative symbols—they are carriers 

of history, identity, and meaning. Through our work, we uncover their stories and contribute to preserving and 

shaping cultural heritage for future generations. 

In just a few years, this colloquium in Vilnius has established itself as an important meeting point for 

experts in our fields. The Institute of Genealogy, Heraldry and Vexillology, though founded only five years ago, 

has already become a significant center of research in the Baltic region and beyond. We were pleased to welcome 

the Institute as a FIAV member in 2022 and are delighted to see it flourish. 

It is a privilege to be with you here this year. We have been promised an engaging and enriching program 

over the next two days, and I wish you all a successful and enjoyable colloquium. 

Allow me to conclude with our vexillological motto: 

 

Keep studying those flags and continue the excellent work. 

 

With my very best wishes, 

 

President of FIAV 

Ass’t. Prof. Dr. Željko Heimer, LF, FF, LTC (Ret.) 


